MARSHALL COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

October 17, 2008
The October 17, 2008 meeting of the Marshall County Board of Health was called to order by Chairman Donald Mason at 7:30AM, with the following people in attendance:  Carol Wade, board member, MCHD; Kenneth Allen, MD, physician director, MCHD; Robert Riggenbach, board member, MCHD; Kathy Martin, board member, MCHD; Nancy Warmuth, board member; Ronda Francis, LHA, MCHD; Connie Veronis, DH, MCHD; Rich Lucas, Registered Sanitarian, MCHD; Jim Riggs, Sanitarian, MCHD; Patty Owens, RN, MCHD and Kathy Ruge, ASA, MCHD.  
Public Comments:
No members of the public were present.

Previous Minutes:

Previous minutes of the August 1, 2008 meeting were read and approved on a motion by Kathy Martin and a second by Carol Wade.  All were in favor – motion carried.  
Financial Report:

Dr. Allen noted that we just ended the first quarter.  Collections were going very well and expenses are on target. We are in a very solid financial position.  Motion was made by Kathy Martin, seconded by Nancy Warmuth to accept the financial report as presented.  All were in favor – motion carried.
Report by Director:  Dr. Allen noted that everything was running smoothly.

Auditor Selection:  Ronda Francis reported that it is time once again for the auditor selection committee, consisting of Dr. Allen, Nancy Warmuth and herself, to start the review process for the selection of an independent auditor.  Ronda noted one significant change with this process over last year’s, stating that it is now a two year contract.  She received proposals from the following:  Teed and Associates, Charleston, $6,000; Matheny, Leport and Pauley, Ripley, $5,000; Lisa K. Thornburg, Milton, $5,000; Henderson Consulting Group, Fairmont, $10,000 and Perry and Associates, Marietta, OH, $5,200.  Ronda stated that the committee was allowed to weight five points in favor of one auditor and given the fact that we previously used Lisa Thornburg, her bid was one of the lowest, and her familiarity with state audits was to our benefit, it was their recommendation to the board to select that firm.  Motion was made by Kathy Martin, seconded by Nancy Warmuth to go with the firm of Lisa K. Thornburg as our independent auditor.  All were in favor – motion carried.
Report by Administrator:
Ronda reported the following:

· Ronda Francis reported that flu shots are underway.  The Health Department is using the same method as last year.  We have purchased 1,000 private doses to be used for local businesses, agencies, municipalities, DOT, Human Services, etc.  There is an emphasis on keeping the work force working during flu season.  The coal mines are scheduled for the 5th and 7th.  Our first clinic for the community will be held on Tuesday, October 28th at the Marshall County Fairgrounds from 3 PM to 7 PM.  The State is giving us 500 doses since we will be treating this as a Pandemic Flu exercise in an effort to exercise our Pandemic Influenza Plan and test for effectiveness.  One component of this plan that we are focusing on is our “Special Needs” population and how we can get information out to them.  Ronda had a Spanish interpreter translate our notice into Spanish and it has been posted on our website as well as at Acapulco Mexican Restaurant.  The amount of our Medicare reimbursement this year is $31.87.  Dr. Allen noted that pediatric doses are highly recommended for children six months of age and older.
· Ronda stated that four employees attended the State Health Conference at Snowshoe where they were able to obtain continuing education credits.
· We participated in a health fair at PPG and one is also scheduled at Teletech on November 5th.
· The carpet in the conference room was cleaned on October 13th.
Board of Health and Staff Comments:
· Jim Riggs displayed the new magnetic car signs to be used by the sanitarians for identification purposes.  Also, Rich Lucas completed his sewage training achieving the highest score of 98 percent.  
· Connie Veronis reported that she and Charlene participated in an Anti Spit Message at the Shoemaker mine Health Fair.  Also, they are involved with the Cameron Rural Health Program and are working with WVU student nurses.
· Patty Owens stated that they are also working with the Cameron Rural Health Program and to date have had three WVU nursing students here at the health department.
· Patty stated that there will be a health fair at the Northern Regional Jail on the 6th and one at Sherrard  on the 12th, with the possibility of also attending the health fair at Consol on the 12th , depending on our availability.  

· Patty noted that we are getting into the community visiting day care centers and parochial schools to give flu shots.  The Board of Education and public schools are finished with their flu shots.  Debbie Shipley and Patty are also visiting doctors’ offices with information packets.
Don Mason stated that the County is doing very well financially and economically.  The success with economic development has undoubtedly helped the tax base.  Levy rates have been decreased by two to three percent over the last two years.  
Don also made reference to the Shubert Lane/Mozart area sewage problems stating that they are working on getting funding for this project.  This is a number one priority for the County Commission and the Sewage district.  It has been very difficult getting homeowners to cooperate in lieu of the fact that they are all in fear of receiving fines for these continued sewage problems and we are trying to ease their concerns and work to get this problem rectified.  

Ronda stated that it is not the intention of the health department to fine anyone as the health department does not impose fines, but to help John Blair gather information enabling him to write a grant to fund this project. We need a temporary fix and we need it right now.  We need to find out where this sewage is coming from, fix the pipe and redirect it to get the sewage out of one particular person’s yard.  At this point it is neighbor against neighbor.  After numerous attempts to get into these houses to no avail, we were forced to refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney’s office.  The homeowners are requesting a letter indicating that they will not be fined.  Ronda stated that she and Jim discussed writing a letter indicating that a three year time frame would be a substantial enough window to get this problem resolved before fines are leveled.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 AM.

NEXT BOARD MEETING – Friday –December 12h – 7:30 AM.
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