MARSHALL COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

BOARD MEETING

October 25, 2007
The October 25, 2007 meeting of the Marshall County Board of Health was called to order by chairman Donald Mason at 7:35AM, with the following people in attendance:  Nancy Warmuth, board member, MCHD; Robert Riggenbach, board member, MCHD; Carol Wade, board member, MCHD; Kathy Martin, board member, MCHD; Kenneth Allen, MD, physician director. MCHD; Ronda Francis, LHA, MCHD; Patty Owens, RN, MCHD; Connie Veronis, DH, MCHD; Jim Riggs, Sanitarian, MCHD; Richard Lucas, Registered Sanitarian, MCHD and Kathy Ruge, ASA, MCHD.
Don Mason opened the meeting by introducing the board members to our new Sanitarian, Richard Lucas, and welcomed him to the health department.

Public Comments:
No members of the public were present.

Previous Minutes:

Previous minutes of the July 26, 2007 meeting were read and approved on a motion by Kathy Martin and a second by Carol Wade.  All were in favor – motion carried.

Financial Report:

Dr. Allen reported that we are in excellent financial shape for the first quarter.  We are 25 percent along in the budget with 25.49 percent in collections and 21.75 percent in expenditures.  There is nothing outstanding to report at this time.  Motion was made by Nancy Warmuth, seconded by Carol Wade to approve the financial report as presented.  All were in favor – motion carried.
Report by Director:
Dr. Allen reported that our main challenge at present is MRSA, which he felt has been totally blown out of proportion. Vancocillin resistant MRSA is not an issue in West Virginia at this time.  Dr. Allen stated that Patty Owens has done a good job getting the information out to the community.
Report by Administrator:
Ronda made reference to the newsletter updates she has been sending the board members in between Board of Health meetings and hoped that they have been informative.

New fencing has been installed in front of the health department in an attempt to disguise the air conditioning units under the windows.  Due to Joe’s leaving and the fact that the position was not filled right away, there were monies available for some upgrades.

The annual fire drill was conducted with no deficiencies or problems.  A letter to that effect will be forthcoming.

Ronda reported that she is in the process of applying for the radon grant.  This grant was missed last year as Joe was on sick leave when the notification was issued.  This grant is for $12,000 for the northern panhandle region and will cover expenses for TV and billboard ads, education and free radon test kits for the communities.  
Ronda passed around samples of signs which will be used  for posting in concession stands addressing dishwashing in two compartment sinks, hand washing and proper food temperatures; the key elements for reduction of food-borne illness and contamination.

Our food handler’s education program has increased considerably.  Ronda reported that Jim has done a great job getting the churches and volunteers on board with their food handler education.  Bars have also been included.  We have gone from collecting $100-$200 a quarter to approximately $500/month with this increase.  Ronda noted that we have also had billboard ads on hand washing, sneezing and coughing which were very beneficial to the community.

Don Mason stated that M. Crow had approached him with the complaint that volunteers should not have to pay for food handler cards.  Ronda stated that volunteers had not been included in the exemptions, only youth fundraising activities incur no charges for  food service inspections.  We do provide certificates of attendance to some of the special needs populations at the schools who were educated in food handling.  Ronda further noted that some organizations also pay the fee on behalf of their volunteers.
As noted in our fiscal year audit for year ending  June 30, 2007, we must now contract with our own auditor.  Our selection of an auditing firm cannot be based on cost alone, but must be chosen via a scoring system.  An audit committee consisting of Dr. Allen, Ronda and Nancy Warmuth will score the three applicants and their selection will be presented to the board for their approval in November as this must be sent to Charleston by November 23rd.  Ronda noted that the state will receive eight percent of the auditor’s fee.  Further, of the nine initial requests for proposal, only three responded and none were local agencies.
Ronda informed the board that there were two lawsuits pending:  (1) parents refusing to have their children immunized; (2) Linda Golebiewski who is seeking an additional $5,000 in life insurance and, in addition, an issue relating to FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) initiated by a group of septic installers.

Board of Health and Staff Comments:

Don Mason stated that he has been bombarded by residents regarding our recent discontinuance of home loan evaluations.  Don felt this has created quite a problem in the county as there is no one to do these inspections for property sellers.  Jim Riggs indicated that R & B Septic conducts dye testing.  Ronda stated that liability has become an issue.  Pumpers tell us one thing, we find out later that is not the case.  Further, not one bank would ever allow the 21 days which we were allowed.  This is not something that is required by code.  We can’t even get to the mobile home systems or food establishments that we are required by code to complete, not to mention the cost to us for doing these home evaluations. We were not even meeting our costs.  Don questioned why we were not meeting our costs, and Ronda reminded him that the board would not approve increasing the fees up to the allowable amount so that we could meet our costs.  Don reiterated that these were just communication issues with the banks and realtors and that this service should be continued as it is a great disservice to the community.   Carol Wade noted that it appeared that time was an issue.  The bank should request this evaluation early on in the process so that it is not left to the last minute.  Ronda noted that the amount of mal-functioning systems is seven percent and we should not discount the liability factor.  Don felt that we should not be governed by possible suits but rather by the service we are providing.
Don requested that this issue be revisited at the next meeting as he was not present for the vote on May 24th.  Dr. Allen asked Don where these home evaluations would fall on a priority list.  Do we do what the state requires by law or should we do what constitutes extra services?  Don continued by stating that these are communication issues which can be remedied.  He requested a study be completed to determine what the costs are to break even and asked that it be put back on the agenda for the November meeting.  Further, he asked Ronda and Jim to find out who the inspectors are performing this service and to gather information from other counties indicating the pros and cons of providing this service.

Ronda stated that it has been much more pleasant not having to deal with these demanding realtors and bankers, not to mention the time these evaluations take from the sanitarians.  Don felt that new communication guidelines definitely need to be established.
Patty Owens reported that we are in the midst of flu shots right now.  The nurses are going into the schools, day care centers and nursing homes providing MRSA information.

Connie reported that all was good in the dental department.

Jim reported they are busy catching up in the environmental department.

There being no further comments from the Board or staff, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 AM.  All were in favor – motion carried.

NEXT BOARD MEETING – THURSDAY – November 6, 2007 – 7:30 AM
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