MARSHALL COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH

December 19, 2008
The December 19, 2008 meeting of the Marshall County Board of Health was called to order by Chairman Donald Mason at 7:30AM, with the following people in attendance:  Carol Wade, board member, MCHD; Kenneth Allen, MD, physician director, MCHD; Robert Riggenbach, board member, MCHD; Kathy Martin, board member, MCHD; Nancy Warmuth, board member; Ronda Francis, LHA, MCHD; Connie Veronis, DH, MCHD; Rich Lucas, Registered Sanitarian, MCHD; Jim Riggs, Sanitarian, MCHD; Patty Owens, RN, MCHD and Kathy Ruge, ASA, MCHD.  
Public Comments:
No members of the public were present.

Previous Minutes:

Previous minutes of the October 17, 2008 meeting were read and approved on a motion by Nancy Warmuth and a second by Carol Wade.  All were in favor – motion carried.  
Financial Report:

Dr. Allen noted that we are in good fiscal shape with collections on target and expenditures well under control.  We will be entering the New Year with no financial concerns.  Motion was made by Kathy Martin, seconded by Nancy Warmuth to accept the financial report as presented.  All were in favor – motion carried.
Report by Director:  Dr. Allen noted that everything was running smoothly.

Report by Administrator:
Ronda reported the following:

Ronda Francis reported that we will be incurring an additional IT (information technology) expense in the coming year. In the past, the State absorbed the cost for the internet connectivity, email and virus protection.  On the heels of a recent lawsuit in Alabama regarding the use of federal monies for technology, it has been determined that we will now have to incur this expense which is estimated to be about $1200/year ($5.00 per each email account and $45/month for virus protection. Since we contract with Cash Control, own our own domain and install all our own programs, the State has indicated that they will assist us in transitioning away from their virus protection.  The state will be taking this expense off of our last quarterly state allotment.  Ronda indicated that this was not an expense that anyone saw coming.
Noting that the State requires that our Mass Vaccination Dispensing Plan, (SNS Plan) be shared with our board members, she distributed the plan for their review, stating that it is a plan on how we intend to give mass doses of vaccination or prophylaxis should  the need occur.  The acknowledgement document stating that they are aware of the plan and agree to the use of the plan was circulated for board member signatures.

Board of Health and Staff Comments:
· Jim Riggs noted that there is a new bat protocol, suggesting vaccination for rabies if there is a possibility of being bitten by a bat.  Jim also noted that the DEP will be on hand today looking at a sewage system in Viola.  Regarding the Mozart sewage problem, two of the five residents in question have cooperated with evaluations of their systems.  Don Mason stated that he has been in contact with John Blair from the Sewer District and it is their number one priority to get this area straightened out.
· Connie Veronis reported that she and Charlene recently received a Public Health Practice Permit.  She also noted that it is now 26 credit hours instead of 20 to maintain their licensure. 
· Patty Owens stated that they were very successful with the health fairs at the WV Correctional facility, TeleTech and PPG.  She noted participation was good at all three sites.  
Patty and Debbie Shipley will be meeting with school nurses on Monday to discuss the recent outbreak of syphilis in Ohio County.  Teenagers aged 16 and 17 have tested positive and there is a potential of this carrying over into Marshall County as well.  It is her hope that they can go into all schools with a presentation that will educate these teens throughout the entire school and not just in health classes.

· Rich Lucas extended a thank you to Dr. Allen for once again hosting the MCHD Christmas Party.

· Bob Riggenbach commented on the fact that he thought it was a great gesture on our part by going into the schools and educating these children.

· Don Mason thanked the staff for their continued good work in and for the community.  We are always a step ahead in education and service to the county.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 AM.

NEXT BOARD MEETING – Friday –February 6, 2009 – 7:30 AM.
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